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|  After the Lunar Landing
’ Plans for a Christmas flight of Apollo 8 around the
moon, coming s0 soon after the successful completion
of new manned space flights by the United States
and the Soviet Union, maka it plain that both nations

are well-advanced in their preparations for putting a

man on the moon. When that feat has been accom-

plished and the first humen visitors have returnad
: : safely, the race for national prestige in this field will

* o " have been dacided. Now is not too early to considar
o what shall follow that historic milestone in mankind’s
’ - sclentific progress.

Fortunately, the Space Tmaty has aheadj settled
“one basic issue. Thers will be no national appropria-
tion of the maorn, and tharefore nosnational rivalries
over lunar territory akin to the struggles among Spain,
Portugal, Britain and France for dominance in the .
New World of Christopher Columbus. The way is
open, therefors, for the broadest sort of iatzrnational
¢ooperation in lunar e\plotatlon and davzlopment.
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First prior 1ty will p ombly have to go to some form
of study of thz moon’s suriace and subsurface features,
This examination will inevitably emphasize the search

for lunar resoucces that can be employed to meet the
neads of the humsn visitors, and thus reduce the
erorrous cost of rocketing needed supplies from the

- ' o earth. Beyond this exploration, the moon-—once acces- |
) o siblz 0 man—-will immediately become a laboratory
.t _' ' world for expanding kno‘vlﬁdge in astronomy, physics,

chemistry, eoIoay and- a host of other sciences. For
both pu*'noaes——!me.': exnloration and use of the meon
as a site for ressarch-—:it will be desivable to create
one or more parmanent mannad communities on the
moon as soon as possible

The costs of even a minimum program along tc.eoe
lines will ba encrrous, espacially if the first parma-
nent lunar setilement is to be functioning within a ##
reasonabls tr say by 1980 or so. Resources will
have to be gatherad from as many nations as possible
if man is to tm\_e :.111 advantage of th2 moon’s unprece-
dented accessibility,

As the pioneers in space, the United States and the
Soviet Union have the responsibility now to bhgin
.orgamzarlon of the vast intzmational effort that mus
follow the coming triumph of hurman courage and ‘m-
man ingeauity. Ard the United Nations, of course,
-is the body whoese fiag must fly over {uture lunar
gettlements and whos2 component institutions must
be hamessed to the task of mesting tha extraterres-
trial problems ahead.
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